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Introduction

The demand placed on 
healthcare systems from 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced a reassessment of 
clinical trial conduct and 
feasibility. 

AKTN background

Australasian Kidney 
Trials Network 
(AKTN) trials are 
multicentre, 
investigator-initiated 
and where possible, 
embedded into 
routine clinical care 
and registry-based. 
Prior to COVID-19, 
many activities were 
routinely done face 
to face, e.g. patient 
consent, site training 
and monitoring visits.

Methods

We consulted AKTN 
Committees, site staff, 
and regulatory guidance.

New strategies and 
resources were 
developed for AKTN trials 
during COVID-19. These 
had flexibility to suit the 
situation for each trial 
and the evolving 
situation. The AKTN 
COVID-19 response 
checklist was based on 
advice from regulatory 
bodies, ethics 
committees etc1,2, this 
tool addresses the impact 
and risks relating to 
recruitment, data 
integrity, and safe and 
timely delivery of trial 
intervention. 

Results

Trial activities were 
modified to enable them 
to be conducted safely 
for staff and patients.

Conclusion

The AKTN has new 
capacity to better 
prepare for and have the 
agility to adapt to future 
disruptions caused by the 
re-emergence of the 
virus. There is scope for 
further pragmatism.
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Figure 2. AKTN Governance and 
response process for each trial
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Figure 1. Key priorities and 
risks
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Figure 3. Decisions made by 
Trial Steering Committees
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